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MENDHAM - Kindergarten 
children in Kenya's Kibera slum 
will soon know that two students 
at Gill St. Bernard's School, Pea­
pack-Gladstone, consider them 
very special. 

Alexis Grieco of Mendham 
and Hayley Diverio of Newton 
have been working hard to col­
lect backpacks, books and school 
supplies for dozens of children 
in the Kenyan slums. It is part of 
the 2008's International Literacy 
Day celebration. 

The two Gill St. Bernard's 
sophomores became involved af­
ter they heard about a New Jer­
sey non-profit, the Global Liter­
acy Project Inc. The group 
works to help children from the 
poorest of families in Kenya and 
South Africa, according to a 
statement. 

Two of their friends at the 
Pingry School in Bernards 
Township, Emma and Chloe 
Carver of Mendham Township, 
had visited South Africa with 
the non-profit group. One of the 
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field coordinators, Simone Bing­
ham, had just retuned from 
working in Kenya's Kibera 
slums. 

Taking a look at the pictures 
from the trips to Kenya, Grieco 
and Diverio were struck by the 
dozens of faces they saw. In 
South Africa and Kenya, the 
Global Literacy Project volun­
teers visited with students from 
extreme poverty who were at­
tending schools with the most 
minimal of resources, the state­
mentsaid. 

Pencils Needed 
The highlight of the kids' day 

was school and their most prized 
, 

possessions were their pencils. 
Often the children were wearing 
the pencils around their necks 
for safe-keeping because there 
weren't enough to go around in 
the school, the statement said. 

Grieco and Diverio decided to 
help the Global Literacy Project 
by supporting the "Backpacks 
for Kids" initiative and conduct­
ing a book drive. They spent the 
latter part of their summer col­
lecting books and supplies from 
members of their communities 
and putting together backpacks. 

They then reached out to busi­
nesses for support to ship the 
platerials. Fred Curatolo of CRC 
Insurance Services received one 
of their letters and surprised 
them with enough funds to send 
out enough backpacks for an en­
tire kindergarten school in 
Kenya, the statement said. 
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Grieco and Diverio plan to 

start a campaign to educate 
more of their peers at Gill St. 
Bernard's about the need for lit­
eracy and health supplies. The 
response from their peers has 
already been positive. They ex­
pect to collect enough books to 
create functional libraries for 
several schools in South Africa 
supported by GLP. To date they 
have collected more than 2,000 
books. 

"With literacy, these chil­
dren, living in the middle of 
East Africa's largest slum, 
next to a dump, will grow up 
into adults who can take con­
trolof their lives and take ad­
vantage of healthcare and edu­
cational opportunities," said 
Denniston Bonadie of the 
Global Literacy Project. 
"Through this activity, Ameri­
can students learn a pow€rful 
lesson about how change is 
possible through each individ­
ual's effort." 

Hayley Diverio of Newton, left, and Alexis Greico ofMendham, V. 
the backpacks they're filling for poor students in Kenya. 
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For more information, call Amy Mai 
Tierney at Gill St. Bernard's School at 
(908) 234-1611 ext 202 or email atier­
ney@gsbschool.org. For information 
about the Global Literacy Project, Inc., 
visit glpinc.org. 


